Internet Geography Revision Techniques

Before you start revising it’s useful to know what you need to cover. Your teacher should be able to help you with
this!

To get started you should choose a method of revision that suits you. Take a look at the techniques below. There are
a range of revision techniques you can use to revisit what you have studied in class. Here are a few examples:

Technique 1 — Revision Cards

1. Make notes on an area of study. This could involve highlighting information in a revision book or writing
information out. Effective students avoid copying huge chunks of text. They read the information — then summarise
it.

2. Once you have gathered notes summarise your notes on revision cards — blank postcards or post-it notes are good
for this. You can then stick them all around your bedroom, toilet, bathroom etc! Below is an example of a revision
card.

Limestone Features: Limestone produces a very special type of scenery (karst). |t is the
result of weathering rock. Limestonewas formed inlayers onthe sea bed. These layers are
separated by cracks called bedding planes. Right angle cracks inthe planes are called joints.
The joints and bedding planes make the rock permeable. Water can sink into the rock through
these weaknessas,

An example of a limestone area ina National Park is Malham Cove inthe Yaorkshire Dales.

Key:

A= Spring (resurgence)
B = Limestone pavement
C = Stalagmite

0 = Stalactite

E = Limestane

F = Swallow hole

5 =Imperious rock

H = Bedding plane

| = Joint

3. Read your cards through regularly. Once you’re confident about knowing the information write key words about
the topic on a card. Then revise from these. As your knowledge base builds up you will need fewer prompts to
remember information. BRAIN SCIENCE ALERT: By displaying this information and regularly reading it you will create
stronger connections between the neurons in your brain which will help you retain information.

Technigue 2 — Mind Maps

A mind map is a spider diagram that contains information in the form of pictures and text. Mind maps can be used to
plot information relevant to the different topics in geography.

When you create a mind map you should use lots of colour and include diagrams and sketches. This make the
information more interesting to your brain. It should also make revision more ‘enjoyable’. Below is a tutorial
explaining how to create mind maps.



Stage 1
In the centre of a piece of A4 paper identify the topic you are producing your mind map about. The example below is
a case study of the eruption of Mount Pinatubo, a volcano in the Philippines.

immediate effects §

long term effects |

Stage 2

You now need to draw the main topic branches. These need to contain the main categories of information that will
be included in your spider diagram. In the mind map below we are going to use the What? When? Why? Where? So
What? technique.

Stage 3
Finally you need to include the sub categories or detail to your mind map. The diagram below shows a completed
mind map for the eruption of Mount Pinatubo.

MWhere? e philippines (Asia)

Steam and gas sent
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200 000 homes collapsed
immediate effects | 4nder the weight of ash
\ Power supplies were
cut off

G people died as the result of
initial eniption

The Philippines Plate (oceanic)
subducts the Burasian Plate
[cortinental). The Oceanic
Crust tums to magma, rises
and emupts on the surface.

15 000 people evacuated from
the Amercan Ar Base (Clark)

The 1991 crops wers
destroyed

Orne million farm animals
died
h._Flaoding and lahars occured

GO0 people died as the result
of dizease anaother 70 wers
suffocated by lahars

Technique 3 — Asking questions when taking notes

This technique involves you asking questions when making notes. The example below considers the main features of
earthquakes.



What

When

Why

Where

Who

So what?

Earthquakes

Question cues you can use are what?, when?, why?, where?, who? and how? There are more — can you think of any?

Technigue 4 — Change the form of information

Your text books contain a lot of information. Some people can read this information and remember it! If you find it
hard to retain information that you read then do something with it. For example take a piece of text and transform it
into a diagram.

Technigue 5 — Teach It!

Another useful method of learning information is to try and teach someone else what you have learnt.

A good method to use is to write down the key points of what has been learnt over a set period e.g. 3 lessons and try
to teach the other person, who questions everything he or she cannot clearly understand.

Try also setting a test on what you have taught. The other person’s answers will clarify your own thinking!

Technigue 6 — What would you tell your brother?

Simplify some text about the topic you are revising and write down what you would tell someone younger than you.

Technigue 7 — Condense it—1

Read a paragraph of text and condense it into one sentence.

Technigue 8 — Condense it — 2

Read a paragraph of text and identify the six most important words. Highlight them.

Technigue 9 — Condense it with a friend

Complete technique 5 and/or 6 with a friend. Compare your answers and discuss your choices.

Technigue 10 — Sequencing

Photocopy a paragraph of text. Cut up the sentences. Mix them up then attempt to arrange them in order.

Technique 11 — Podcasting

Use software like Audacity or Garageband to create an MP3 you can upload to your phone. Then, revise on the
move.



Technigue 12 — Testing Times

Get a friend or member of your family to ask you questions.

Technigue 13 — Ram Bam (Read a minute — Bullet a minute)

Reading through notes without a purpose is DULL and ineffective. Set yourself a target of SCANNING (not close
reading) a page or two in a minute. Close the book and then write in a minute (or a bit more) ALL that you can
REMEMBER.

Technique 14 — Summary Sheets / Index Cards

At the end of each lesson, write a summary sheet of the lesson identifying the key points and examples. From this
then write index cards, which just consist of the key points. A few days later, review the index card and on a blank
piece of paper write down the examples or principles the key points trigger in your memory. Compare this to your
summary sheet or lesson notes.

Order your index cards into subject groups and then prioritise. Before another lecture on the same subject, review
your index cards to refresh what you have learnt. This reviewing helps aid your long term memory.

Technigue 15 — BLANK SHEET

Choose a revision area and write for as long as you can on a blank sheet. You’ll be amazed what you remember. And
it’s a revision task that makes you think. Do it in the exam room too, before you open the paper, and see how much
actually turns up in the exam questions.
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